Monoclonal antibodies in the study and therapy of hematopoietic cancers.
Recent advances utilizing monoclonal antibodies to phenotype acute leukemias have revealed no prognostic significance of the expression of lymphoid-associated antigens by acute myeloid leukemia blasts and conflicting results regarding 'biphenotypic' acute myeloid leukemia. Several studies treating patients with refractory lymphoma with immunotoxins reported encouraging results but significant production of anti-mouse or anti-toxin antibody. Radiolabeled antibodies that react with panhematopoietic antigens have delivered selective radiation to marrow, spleen and lymph nodes in animal models and are being used in Phase I studies of marrow transplantation for acute leukemia.